PART 1:
CLARIFYING TWO KEY TERMS: “ALL
ARE INCLUDED” AND “UNION
WITH CHRIST”

INTRODUCTION
•
•
•
•
•

Old & New Covenant
Nature of God - Theology
The God Revealed in Jesus Christ
High vs Low Christology
Incarnational, Trinitarian Theology – Mediation
of Christ
• Confusion over the Nature of the Church and the
Christian life

Nature of Atonement
• Calvinist Limited Atonement: Jesus died only for the
elect (TULIP)
• In 1856, John McLeod Campbell published The Nature of
the Atonement
• John McLeod Campbell taught the Universal scope of
the Atonement – considered heretic at that time
• A key understanding of our theology is that Jesus’
ministry was universal in its scope - all are included
• “You’re Included” series based on this position

You’re Included Video Series

ALL ARE INCLUDED
•
•
•
•
•
•

God has reconciled ALL people to himself
Christ Died For ALL
Christ has atoned for the sins of ALL people
God loved the world
God wants ALL to come to repentance
No one is excluded from the gift of
salvation

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
• ”Consequently, just as one trespass
resulted in condemnation for ALL
people, so also one righteous act resulted
in justification and life for ALL people.”
(Rom. 5:18)
Why don’t we feel blessed? Why don’t we see the blessings?

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
• ”For Christ’s love compels us,
because we are convinced that
one died for ALL, and therefore
ALL died.” (2 Cor. 5:14)
Why don’t we feel blessed? Why don’t we see the blessings?

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
• ”For Christ’s love compels us,
because we are convinced that
one died for ALL, and therefore
ALL died.” (2 Cor. 5:14)
Why don’t we feel blessed? Why don’t we see the blessings?

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
• ”For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
WHOEVER believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.”
(John 3:16)

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
• “…God was reconciling the world
to himself in Christ, not counting
people’s sins against them. And
he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation.” (2 Cor.
5:19)

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
• “But we do see Jesus, who was made
lower than the angels for a little while,
now crowned with glory and
honor because he suffered death, so
that by the grace of God he might
taste death for everyone.” (Heb. 2:9)

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
• ”The next day John saw Jesus
coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!” (Jn.
1:29)

ALL ARE INCLUDED (CONT.)
•

”This

is good, and pleases God our
Savior, who wants ALL people to
be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim.
2:3-4)

So, what do we mean ALL are
Included?
•
•
•
•

Jesus Christ is Lord and Saviour of all humanity
He died to redeem all
He has atoned for the sin of all
Through what he did, God reconciled all people to
himself
• Jesus is the mediator between God and all humanity
• He has made all his own by virtue of his redeeming
work

So, what do we mean ALL are
Included?
• He is for all and against no one
• He is judge of all, so that none might experience
condemnation
• His saving work is done on behalf of all, and that work
includes his holy and righteous responses to the
Father, in the Spirit—responses characterized by
repentance, faith, hope, love, praise, prayer, worship
and obedience
• Jesus, in himself, is everyone’s justification and
sanctification

So, what do we mean ALL are
Included?
•
•
•
•

He is everyone’s substitute and representative
He is everyone’s hope
He is everyone’s life, including life eternal
He is everyone’s Prophet, Priest and King

“There

is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called
to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all.” (Eph. 4:4-6)

Essence Of The Gospel
• The Good News of the Gospel hinges on these truths:
– All are included
– All are forgiven
– All are reconciled to God

• The gospel is not what we should do, but what
God has done in Jesus Christ
• This is the Gospel we proclaim as Grace
Communion International

If That Is What The Gospel Is….
• Does it mean All will be saved because All are included
(Universalism)?
• Does it mean All have the Holy Spirit because All are
included?
• Does it mean sin does not matter because “where sin
increased, grace increased all the more” (Rom. 5:20)
• Does it mean because Christ died for us “while we were
still sinners” (Rom. 5:8), therefore we can carry on
sinning “so that grace may increase?” (Rom. 6:1)

If we are not careful, we can say too little or
too much about inclusion and reconciliation,
and create confusion about the nature of
grace and salvation …

To prevent such confusion, the second session
will cover the explanation of the second
concept that is misunderstood: Union with
Christ

Understanding our Union with Christ
To understand what it means “All are Included”, we need to
understand the concept of “Union with Christ”

•
•
•
•

Two-fold nature of the Great Commission
Objective vs Subjective
Indicatives of Grace vs Imperatives of Grace
Reconciliation (inclusion) vs Union with
Christ
• Hypostatic union vs Spiritual union

Two-Fold Nature of the Great
Commission
• “Therefore go and make disciples of ALL
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you” (Matt
28:19-20)

Objective vs Subjective
• Reconciliation is Objective truth about the
universal reach of God’s grace to all people
• Our individual response to reconciliation makes it
Subjective and personal
• “For good news came to us just as to them, but
the message they heard did not benefit them,
because they were not united by faith with
those who listened” (Hebrews 4:2)

Indicatives of Grace vs Imperatives of
Grace
• Indicatives of Grace are the stated truths
about who God is, and what he has done
• Imperatives of Grace are what we ought to
be and to do because of who God is and
what he has done
• If God has reconciled us in Jesus
(Indicative), we must therefore “Be
reconciled” (Imperative)

Examples of Indicatives & Imperatives
Indicatives

Imperatives

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near…

Therefore “repent, and believe in the
good news.” (Mark 1:14-15)

“3 For you died, and your life is now
hidden with Christ in God.

“5 Put to death, therefore, whatever
belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and
greed, which is idolatry. (Col. 3)

“2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery.

“3 “You shall have no other gods
before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an
image
13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
(Exo 20)

19 Do

20 ...

you not know that your bodies are
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God?

Therefore honor God with your
bodies.
(1 Cor. 6)

Hypostatic union vs Spiritual union
• The truth that Christ, who died for all, is everyone’s Lord
and Savior (Hypostatic union), does not mean that
everyone is united (by the Holy Spirit) to Jesus (Spiritual
union)
• Hypostatic union refers to the union of the divine nature
and the human nature in the one person of Jesus in the
incarnation, when God became flesh
• In taking up human nature, Jesus united himself to ALL
humans so that his birth, his life, his death, his
resurrection, and his ascension include all humans

Two-Fold meaning of “In Christ”
or Union with Christ
• We can be “In Christ” universally (Hypostatic
Union), or be “In Christ” personally through the
indwelling of the Spirit (Spiritual Union)
• “And you also were included in Christ when you
heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked
in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit”
(Ephesians 1:13 NIV)

Identify which Union is expressed…
• For in him we live and move and have our
being.' As some of your own poets have said,
'We are his offspring.‘ (Acts 17:28)
• "And God raised us up with Christ and seated
us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he
might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus." (Ephesians 2:6, 7 NIV)

Identify which Union is expressed…
• "This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before
the beginning of time" (2 Timothy 1:9 NIV)
• "I consider them garbage, that I may gain
Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but that which is through faith in Christ—
the righteousness that comes from God on the
basis of faith. (Philippians 3:8, 9 NIV)

Spiritual Union
• Spiritual Union is a function of the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit in believers
• Spiritual union refers to the relationship between
God and believers made possible by the Spirit
• Spiritual union is expressed through fellowship
between believers and the Triune God
• What God has done for all humans through the
hypostatic union, becomes real for each person
through the spiritual union

Sacraments:
Expression of our Union with Christ
• Baptism: Hypostatic or Spiritual Union?
• Communion: Hypostatic or Spiritual Union?

Difference between Believers &
Unbelievers
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are
in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit.” (Rom. 8:1)
“For

God did not send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved. “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned already, because he
has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God. (Jn. 3:17-18)

Conclusion
• God has reconciled all people (believers and nonbelievers) to himself in Christ
• Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, believers are
brought into the spiritual union of God and
humanity, and thus are “in Christ” by virtue of their
positive, Spirit-enabled response to (participation in)
the relationship created by the hypostatic union.
• Not all are included in the spiritual union since not
all are participating in the saving relationship

Conclusion
• The goal of the hypostatic union is fulfilled in the
spiritual union
• In proclaiming the gospel, we must first speak of
both phases of the union, the hypostatic union, but
ALSO the spiritual union
• The two phases of the union are meaningless on
their own – God became human in Jesus (hypostatic
union) so that humans can have a relationship of
sonship to God (Abba Father)
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