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At the beginning of this year 
I travelled to northern 
Mozambique with Tim 

Maguire, Grace Communion 
International Mission Developer 
for Southern Africa. 
Our purpose was to visit and minister 
to as many new  Grace Communion 
International (GCI) congregations as 
possible in a limited amount of time.

I’m a GCI bi-vocational pastor. 
Together with my wife, Gill and friend 
Lorna Laister, both of them ordained 
pastors, we minister to the Durban 
congregation in South Africa.

On 1 January I travelled from Durban 
to meet Tim in Johannesburg. Leav-
ing early  the following morning, we 
travelled  through Zimbabwe to  the 
border town of Mutare where we 
stayed the night with GCI pastor 
Emerson Goya and his wife. 

The next day we crossed the 
border into Mozambique, through 
the town of Chemoia and on to 
Morumbala. On the outskirts of this 
town is the little village of Frakeza 
which serves as the headquarters 
of the church in Mozambique. 

On our arrival we were warmly met 
by pastor Mariana Binzi the National 
Leader of GCI in Mozambique and 
pastor Manuel Zasco the Nation-
al Secretary. (Pictured below)

They both live in the village of  
Fraqueza. 

The village children found a chame-
leon and brought it to Tim. Give 
him a snake or a creepy craw-
lie and he’s in his element.

THE CHURCHES
Every congregation we visited 
had a dedicated church building 
made of mud and reeds, built by 

the villagers. Inside the little church-
es there are wooden benches for 
seating, tiny windows and a raised 
platform in front for ministry.

One church had the name 
‘Grace Communion Int’ paint-
ed on the side of the building.

WE GOT RHYTHM
Worship in every congregation 
was very enthusiastic and always 
accompanied with drums, danc-
ing, clapping and a lot of  sing-
ing. Often the younger men and 
women of the village would perform 
a worship song and dance. It was 
inspiring to see all age groups in the 
church participating in worship. 

LOCAL STRUCTURE
There are about 100 GCI congrega-
tions in Mozambique, and we were 
able to visit 25 of these churches over 
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a period of five days. Every church is 
led by a pastor, his wife and a team 
of administrators who might be secre-
taries, heads of women’s ministries, 
choir leaders or financial officers. 

TRAVEL
Travel between villages during the 
rainy season is very challenging, and 
we often found ourselves bogged 
down in mud. At times it took hours 
to travel a few short kilometres. 
Though there were always willing 
hands to help dig and push, there 
were times when we needed help 
from above. On one particular day 
we had to walk about 5 kilometres 
and then be ferried across a river in a 
dugout canoe to reach the church.

PASTORAL CARE
There were times when we had to 
have a double translation so that all 
members of the congregation could 
be reached with the message.

Pastor Mariana is addresing the  

congregation in the middle picture  
seen below.

Pastor Manuel was our guide and  
interpreter. 

The communion sacrament was 
offered by the tincture method, 
which involved dipping a broken 
wafer into a cup of grape juice and 
offering it to the members. Glasses 
or cups for wine were non-existent.

In one village, Tim was able to rig 
a generator attached to a laptop 
and DVD player.  We hung a sheet 
in the centre of the village square 
and projected the Jesus movie 
of the Gospel of Luke which had 
a translation into Portuguese. 

About 200 villagers gathered on both  
sides of the screen to watch the  
movie.

HEADQUARTERS
 A few years ago on another trip to 
Mozambique Tim, with other members 
from South Africa were able to show 

the villagers how to sink a well. 

Pastor Manuel is beside the well 
in the far right picture below. In 
the background is the partially 
constructed headquarters church. 
Some $10 000 dollars is needed to 
complete the building and roof.

The people of Mozambique don’t 
have much in the way of physical 
possessions. Life is about communal 
living and they are all subsistence 
farmers who live off the land. But 
their love for God is tangible.

These brothers and sisters in Christ 
are faithful, humble and grateful. 
They have very little material wealth, 
but they are rich spiritually, doing 
the work of God in their lives.
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