
“What about my friends
and family who died in 
the Hindu faith and 

 never heard the gospel  
message?Are they lost forever?”

This question was put to the pastor who had just 
delivered an inspirational message at a Christian busi-
ness luncheon.  Tears welled up in the eyes of the young 
lady as the answer came back with a resounding yes.  

A small group of people who were present at the 
lunch walked into my office afterwards with mixed 
emotions, ranging from anger, fearfulness and confu-
sion to disappointment.  Does this mean that the 
endearing relationship she enjoyed with the family 
who loved and raised her, is lost forever?     

How do we reconcile our understanding of a loving 
God who cares deeply for every person on this earth, 
with what some people believe - that the greater part 
of humanity is doomed forever, simply because the 
wonderful news of our eternal destiny in Christ never 
reached their ears?  Yet, John 3:16-17 tells us, “God 
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him.”  

This particular passage emphasises the remarkable 
truth that Christ did not come to condemn the world, 
but to liberate the world.  Yet, one may ask...would 
God not be condemning most in this world by allowing 
billions of its people to be excluded from the priceless 
knowledge that Jesus died for all, so that all will have 
the opportunity to respond to his amazing gift of salva-
tion?

The extraordinary love of God towards all of human-
kind is highlighted in several passages of scripture.  For 
instance we read in I Timothy 2:3-4, “God our Saviour, 
who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowl-
edge of the truth,” and Titus 2:11, “The grace of God 
has appeared that offers salvation to all people.” In the 
latter years of his life, just prior to his exile to the Island 
of Patmos, the apostle John highlights the astounding 
truth that Jesus died for the whole world.    He declares 
in 1 John 2:2, “[Jesus is] the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
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